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in the Cabinet of every one of the Ministers and sub-Ministers, they were finally referred to a Congress, for the same reason that mysterious points of faith are referred to General Councils, that is to say, to be frittered away in squabbles without end.
"What is still more astonishing, even the loss of Bergen-op-Zoom made no abatement in our frenzy; on the contrary, we invited over a great nobleman from Holland,* who was equally touched with the same disease, and, hand over head, formed a new concert with him for the ensuing year, wearing, indeed, a more formidable face than that of the year preceding, because reinforced with many additional legions, which by their uncouth names might be very easily mistaken for Lucifer's body-guards, but encumbered also with an additional charge, which we had already articled to defray, though they should never reach the scene of action, or, at least, not till the United Provinces were lost; and our national troops, with his Koyal Highness at their head, were on their march towards the Elbe, there to embark for England, and never to revisit the Continent any more.
My Lord, however, did not fail to remonstrate, as Before, against this fatal obstinacy; nor to challenge the performance of the promises which had been made him, nor to manifest, as well to his colleague in particular, as to the Cabinet in general, that they would be held inexcusable in letting slip this great opportunity ; that they were never to hope for a better, though they should repeat the same frantic experiment for ten years to come; that in all probability, every such repetition would redouble our difficulties and dangers ;
* Count Bentmck.